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PREFACE

Fall 1992

As part of the efforts of the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) to spread the
good news about Catholic schools, NCEA commissioned The People's Poll on Schools and School
Choice. NCEA requested the Gallup Organization to formulate the questions, conduct the poll, and
provide an analysis of the data. The Gallup Organization was chosen because of its earned reputation
of excellence and its familiarity with education through tie annual poll it conducts on public schools.

The People's Poll on Schools and School Choice is part of the process of the National
Congress on Catholic Schools for the Twenty-first Century. This ongoing program has the goals of
communicating the accomplishments of Catholic schools to the general public, celebrating their
achievements and planning for the future of Catholic schools. The planners of this poll wished to
obtain an accurate understanding of the perceptions of the American public regarding the quality of
Catholic schools and of the support for parental choice in education for parents who select public,
private or religious affiliated schools.

Funding for this poll was made possible by contributions from all the offices of the arch/
diocesan Superintendents of Schools and numerous individual Catholic elementary and secondary
schools.

Barbara Keebler, NCEA Director of Public Relations, coordinated the project with a
committee composed of Sister Catherine McNamee, President of NCEA; Sister Regina Haney,
Executive Director of the Boards of Catholic Education; Dr. Robert Kealey, Executive Director of
the Department of Elementary Schools; Mr. Michael Guerra, Executive Director, Department of
Secondary Schools; and Mr. Frank Savage, Executive Director of the Department of Chief
Administrators of Catholic Education. Thl.s committee, working with the Gallup Organization,
planned the poll, reviewed the wording GI' the questions, and determined the means of disseminating
the results.

NCEA presents the complete data from The People's Poll on Schools and School Choice with
the hope that Americans will have a deeper appreciation for the contributions that Catholic schools
make to American society, and to further the discussion on parental choice in education for parents
of all children in public, private or parochial schools. Such information should be most helpful to
researchers and to those responsible for formulating and implementing public policy.
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INTRODUCTION

The following report is based on the findings of a survey conducted for the

National Catholic Educational Association. The objective of the study was to measure

both the public's and Catholic's attitudes toward various aspects of education provided

by public and Catholic schools and more specifically to compare the general public's

opinions regarding parental choice of schools to that of Roman Catholics.

To meet the stated objectives, The Gallup Organization interviewed a total of

1,239 adults 18 years of age and over. Of this group, 492 were identified as Roman

Catholic. The survey results are based on telephone interviews with a national sample

of adults, 18 years of age or older conducted from July 3 through July 30, 1992. The

following report compares the findings of the general public to those who stated their

religious preference as Roman Catholic. For results based on a sample of 1,239, one

can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to sampling and other random

effects could be plus or minus three percentage points. For results based on the

sample. of 492 Roman Catholics, the sampling error is plus or minus 5 percentage

points. In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical difficulties in

conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls.

A description of the composition of the sample, sample design, weighting

procedures used, tables or recommended sampling tolerances and the questions asked

are located in the Technical Appendix to this report.
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Grading of Schools

The Question: Students are often given the grades A,B,C,D, and FAIL to denote the
quality of their work Suppose the PUBLIC schools, themselves, in
your community were graded in the sane way. What grade would
you give the public schools in your area -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

How about the public schools in the nation as a whole. What grade
would you give the public schools, nationally, -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

Suppose the CATHOLIC schools, themselves, in your community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you give the
Catholic schools in your area -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

What about the Catholic schools in the nation as a whole. What
grade would you give the Catholic schools, no A,B,C,D, or
FAIL?

Using grades A,B,C,D and F, everyone was asked to grade the public schools and

Catholic schools in their community and, again, in the nation as a whole. Adults are

much more likely to grade their own community's public schools higher than those of

the national as a whole (17% giving their community's schools an "A" and only 3%

giving the nation's public schools an "A"). Approximately half the adults grade the

nation's schools a "C."

In grading the public schools, the responses of Catholics and the general

population are similar. However, when grading Catholic schools, Catholics are more

likely than the general public to give Catholic schools in their community an "A"

(32% -vs- 21%) and Catholic schools in the nation as a whole an "A."

3



GRADING OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN OWN COMMUNITY
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GRADING OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN OWN COMMUNITY

A
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Grading of School Oldest Child Attends

The Question: Using the A,B,C,D, and FAIL scale again, what grade would you give
the school your oldest child attends?

When parents are asked specifically about the school their oldest child attends,

one-third (34%) of the general population and four in ten (40%) Catholics give this

school an "A." Parents who report that their oldest child is at the top of his/her class

or above average are more likely than parents who rate their child average or below

average to grade the school their oldest child attends an "A."

GRADING OF SCHOOL OLDEST CHILD ATTENDS

General
Population Catholics

Cl ass Standing:
Oldest Child
Top/
Above
Avg.

Avg.
Below
Avg.

% % %

A 34 40 39 23

B 42 38 42 42

C 18 20 14 25

D 3 2 4 3

F 3 * 1 6

DK/RF * 0 0 1

100 100 100 100

Number of Interviews (381) (169) (253) (124)

8
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Rating of Specific Aspects of Education:
A Comparison of General Population -vs- Catholics

The Question: I am going to read to you some factors involved in education. For
each, I'd like you to tell me if you think, in general, Catholic schools
are better than public schools in this regard, public schools are better
than Catholic schools in this regard or are they about the same. First
..(READ AND ROTATE). ... Are Catholic schools better than public
schools, public schools better than Catholic schools or are they about
the same?

Everyone was read 16 aspects of education and asked to state whether they felt

the Catholic schools were better in this regard, the public schools were better or

whether they were about the same on each of the 16 educational factors. A majority

of the general population and Catholics rated Catholic schools better than public

schools on the following attributes:

For the level of discipline provided

For developing morals and ethical behavior

For small class sizes

For providing an environment with less chance for students
to get involved in drugs or alcohol

For the safety of students



A majority of the general population rated public schools better than Catholic

schools on the following attributes:

For the number and variety of extra-curricular activities
such as sports, clubs, music and drama

For having students from a wide range of social, ethnic,
racial and economic backgrounds

For providing special programs for students with learning
problems

For the variety and number of academic courses offered

With the exception of the variety and number of academic courses offered, for

which 47% rated public schools better, a majority of Catholics also rated the public

schools better for the above attributes.

10



For the overall quality of
education

Catholic
Schools
Better

Public
Schools
setter

About
the
Same OK/RF Total

% % % % %

General Population 48 16 34 3 100
Catholics 60 13 25 2 100

For the level of discipline
provided

General Population 75 6 17 3 100
Catholics 82 3 13 2 100

For the safety of students
General Population 59 8 30 3 100
Catholics 68 6 25 1 100

For developing morals
and ethical behavior

General Population 74 6 19 2 100
Catholics 81 3 15 1 100

For small class sizes
General Population 68 9 20 4 100
Catholics- 76 6 16 2 100

For having students from a wide
range of social, ethnic, racial
and economic backgrounds

General Population 13 61 24 2 100
Catholics 16 56 26 2 100

For the quality of the teaching
staff

General Population 44 20 33 3 100
Catholics 54 15 30 1 100

For the quality of the
schools' physical facilities

General Population 26 39 31 4 100
Catholics 31 37 30 2 100

For the variety and number of
academic courses offered

General Population 19 51 26 4 100
Catholics 24 47 26 4 100

11
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(cont.)

Catholic
Schools
Better

Public
Schools
Better

About
the
Same DK/RF Total

For providing special programs
for students with learning
problems

% % % % %

General Population 21 53 22 4 100

Catholics 20 56 22 2 100

For preparing students to get
along with people from different
social, economic, racial or ethnic

backgrounds
General Population 27 44 27 2 100

Catholics 37 34 27 2 100

For providing special programs
for gifted or talented students

General Population 23 45 26 5 100

Catholics 25 49 24 3 100

For the number and variety of
extra-curricular activities such
as sports, clubs, music and
drama

General Population 12 63 22 3 100

Catholics 16 62 21 1 100

For preparing students to deal
with the problems of modern
society

General Population 28 37 33 3 100

Catholics 39 27 33 1 100

For providing an environment
with less chance for students to
get involved in drugs or alcohol

General Population 62 8 28 2 100

Catholics 69 7 23 1 100

For providing children a good
foundation in academic subjects

General Population 43 21 32 3 100

Catholics 55 16 28 1 100

12 19
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Knowledge of Community's Schools

The Question: Suppose you could choose any school in your school district, that is,
the public schools, private schools or parochial schools. Do you feel
you have enough information about the different schools in your
community to make the best choice for a child, or not?

Slightly more than half of those surveyed report that they have enough information

about the different schools in their community to make the best choice for a child,

while 46% say they do not have enough information. Adults who have children in

school, especially those in a Catholic or private school are the most likely to say they

have enough information to make the best choice for their child.

ENOUGH INFORMATION ABOUT COMMUNITY'S SCHOOLS
TO MAKE BEST CHOICE FOR A CHILD

Yes Na
S

BK/RF Total
Number of
Interviews

% % %

General Population 53 46 1 100 (1239)

Catholics 56 42 2 100 (492)

Children in School

Yes, in any school 60 39 1 100 (381)
Yes, any in public 58 42 * 100 (329)
Yes, any Catholic
or private 80 20 0 100 (78)
No, none in school 51 48 1 100 (858)

15



Opinion Regarding The Voucher System

The Question: In some nations, the government allots a certain amount of money for
each child for his education. The parents can then send the child to
any public, parochial or private school they choose. This is called the
"voucher system." Would you like to see such an idea adopted in this

country?

Seven in ten of the general population favors the voucher plan. Among

Catholics, the proportion favoring a voucher system is 80%. Adults who have children

in school are more likely than those who do not, to favor the idea of a voucher system

(78% vs. 67%). Among those who have children in a Catholic or private school, 84%

say they would like to see such an idea adopted in this country.

WOULD LIKE 'VOUCHER SYSTEM" IN THIS COUNTRY

Yes No
%

DIS

%
Total NI

S %

General public 70 27 3 100 (1239)

Catholics 80 18 2 100 ( 492)

Children in school

Yes, in any school 78 21 1 100 ( 381)

Yes, in any public 76 22 2 100 ( 329)

Yes, in any Catholic or private 84 15 1 100 ( 78)

No, none in school 67 29 4 100 ( 858)

16
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Attitudes Toward Government-Su 111111 rted Parental Choice of Schools

The Question: There has been a lot of discussion about government-supported
parental choice of schools. What this means is that some of the tax
money that now goes to public schools would be given to parents so
they can send their children to the public, private or parochial school
of their choice. Would you be willing to see some of the tax money
now going to public schools used to send children to the public,
private or parochial school their parent chooses?

If the government were to provide funding to parents to send their
children to the schools of their choice, should the government provide
funding for poor families only, poor and moderate income families or
all families?

Everyone was read a short description of government-supported parental choice of

schools and then asked if they would be willing to see some of the tax money now

going to public schools used to send children to the public, private or parochial school

their parent chooses. Three in five among the general population and seven in ten

Catholics say they would be willing to see some of the tax money now going to public

schools used to send children to the public, private or parochial schools their parent

chooses. Among adults with children in school, more than two-thirds (68%) report a

willingness to use tax money for public schools in this way, slightly higher than the 58%

who do not have children in school who express a willingness.

Adults between the ages of 18 and 34 are the most likely age group to say they

would be willing to see some of the tax money now going to public schools used to

support parental choice of schools. Those least willing are adults 55 years of age and
over.

17



Asked which groups should receive funding if the government provided funding

to parents to send their children to the schools of their choice 'the majority among all

demographic groups would like funding provided to all families. More than one in five

(27%) believe funding should go to poor and moderate income families, while 10%

would want poor families only to be funded.

TAX MONEY GOING TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS USED TO
SEND CHILDREN TO PUBLIC, PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

Yes No
%

0K/RF Total

Number of
Interviews

% % %

General Population 61 38 1 100 (1239)

Catholics 70 27 3 100 ( 492)

Children in School

Yes, in any school 68 31 1 100 (381)

Yes, in any public 66 33 1 100 (329)

Yes, in any Catholic
or private

78 22 0 100 ( 78)

No, none in school 58 41 1 100 (858)

Age
73 27 0 100 (435)18-34

35-54 59 39 2 100 (480)

55 and older 47 51 2 100 (324)
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GROUPS FOR WHICH GOVERNMENT FUNDING
OF SCHOOL CHOICE SHOULD BE PROVIDED

All

Families

Poor &
Moderate
Income
Families

Poor
Families
Only None DK/RF Total NI

General Population 59 27 10 3 1 100 (1239)

Catholics 58 30 10 1 1 100 ( 492)

Children in School

Yes, in any school 62 26 9 3 * 100 ( 381)

Yes, in any public 62 26 8 3 1 100 ( 329)

Yes, in any Catholic
or private 62 27 7 4 0 100 ( 78)

No, none in school 58 27 10 4 1 100 ( 858)

*Less than one-half of one percent.
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Opinion Regarding Public Financial Support
For Parents Who Choose Religious-Affiliated Schools

The Question: Some think that government support for parental choice in education
including religious affiliated schools in the U.S. would be
unconstitutional. Others believe it would be constitutional. Suppose
the Supreme Court rules that it is constitutional for state or federal
governments to provide some pcblic financial support for parents who
choose religious-affiliated schools. Would you favor or oppose your
state or federal government providing such support?

More than three in five adults report that they would favor government support

for parents who choose religious-affiliated schools for their children if the Supreme

Court ruled it constitutional for state or federal government to provide public financial

support for these schools.

The highest level of support comes from adults 18 to 34; those who are willing

to see some of the tax money now going to public schools go toward parental choice of

education; and parents who have children in Catholic or private schools.

3 3
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Favor Oppose 10K/RF Total NI
% % % %

General Population 64 33 3 100 (1239)

Catholics 75 22 3 100 ( 492)

Children in School

Yes, in any school 72 26 2 100 (381)

Yes, any in public 71 27 2 100 (329)

Yes, any Catholic
or private

94 4 2 100 ( 78)

No, none in school 61 36 3 100 (858)

Age
75 24 1 100 (435)18-34

35-54 62 35 3 100 (480)

55 and older 53 42 5 100 (324)

Willing to See Tax Money
Go For Parental Choice

Yes 84 17 1 100 (747)

No 32 63 5 100 (477)
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Sample Composition

Total

General
Population

Roman
Catholics

%

100.0

%

100.0

Sex
Male 47.5 48.0
Female 52.5 52.0

100.0 100.0
Age.

18-34 37.3 41.5
35-54 33.7 34.0
55 and older 29.0 24.5

100.0 100.0

Education
High School graduate or less 54.3 51.1
Some college 25.4 27.6
College graduate 20.3 21.3

100.0 100.0

Income
Less than $20,000 33.9 28.2
$20-$39,999 31.5 33.8
$40-59,999 14.7 17.8
$60,000 and over 12.9 15.7
Undesignated 7.0 4.5

100.0 100.0
AVERAGE $35,037 $37,597

Region of Country
East 24.6 40.1
Midwest 25.3 23.1
South 30.6 19.6
West 19.5 17.2

100.0 100.0
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TELEPHONE OMNIBUS SAMPLE DESIGN

The Gallup Organization's standard national telephone samples are unclustered

random digit dial (RDD) samples purchased from Survey Sampling, Incorporated, and

are based on a proportionate stratified sampling design.

The random digit aspect of the sample is used to avoid "listing" bias. According

to the most recent estimates from the Bureau of the Census, there are 91 million

households in the United States, and approximately 92.5% of them contain one or

more telephones. Telephone directories only list about 71% of such "telephone

households," and numerous studies have shown that households with unlisted telephone

numbers are different in several important ways from listed households. Moreover,

nearly 15% of listed telephone numbers are "discontinued" due to household mobility

and directory publishing lag, and it is reasonable to assume that a roughly equal

number are working residential numbers too new to be found in published directories.

In order to avoid these various sources of bias, a random digit procedure

designed to provide representation of both listed and unlisted (including not-yet-listed)

numbers is used. The design of the sample ensures this representation by random

generation of the last two digits of telephone numbers selected on the basis of their

area code, telephone exchange (the first three digits of a seven digit telephone

number), and bank number (the fourth and fifth digits).

The selection procedure produces a sample that is superior to random selection

from a frame of listed telephone households, and the superiority is greater to the

degree that the assignment of telephone numbers to households is made independently

of their publication status in the directory. That is, if unlisted numbers tend to be

found in the same telephone banks as listed numbers and if, in general, banks



containing relatively few listed numbers also contain relatively few unlisted numbers,

then the sample that results from the procedure described below will represent unlisted

telephone households fully as well as it represents listed households. Random number

selection within banks ensures that all numbers within a particular bank (whether listed

or unlisted) have the same likelihood of inclusion in the sample, and that the sample

so generated will represent listed and unlisted telephone households in the appropriate

proportions.

A database of listed telephone numbers for the continental United States is first

stratified into 4 regions of the country and, within region, telephone numbers are

further stratified into three size-of-community strata: (a) incorporated cities of

population 1,000,000 and over; (b) incorporated cities of population 250,000 to 999,999;

and (c) the remainder of the continental United States. Separate samples are drawn

from each of the resulting 12 region/ size-of-community strata. The first eight digits of

the sample telephone numbers (area code, telephone exchange, and bank number) are

then selected after further geographic pre-stratification of this database so that within

each region and size-of-community stratum state, county, and telephone exchange

within county are all represented in their appropriate proportions. That is, the number

of telephone numbers randomly sampled from within a given exchange is proportional

to that exchange's share of listed telephone households in the set of exchanges from

which the sample is drawn.

Only working banks of numbers are selected. A working bank is defined as 100

contiguous telephone numbers containing three or more residential telephone listings.

By eliminating non-working banks of numbers from the sample, the likelihood that any

sampled telephone number will be associated with a residence increases from only 20%

(where all banks of numbers are sampled) to between 60% and 70%.

29
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The sample of telephone numbers produced by this method is thus designed to

produce an unbiased random sampling of telephone households in the continental

I Jniwd States.

Quotas for completed interviews within each of the twelve strata are set

proportionate to the distribution of continental United States telephone households in

the twelve areas.

Within each contacted household, an interview is sought with the youngest man

18 years or older who is at home. If no man is at home, an interview is sought with

the oldest woman at home. In addition, a quota is set so that 50% of completed

interviews in each of the 12 areas are male and 50% are female. This method of

respondent selection within households produces an age distribution by sex that closely

approximates the age by sex distribution of the total population.

Up to three calls are made to each selected telephone number in order to

complete an interview. The time of day and the day of the week for callbacks is

varied so as to maximize the chances of finding a respondent at home. All interviews

are conducted on weekends or weekday evenings so that potential respondents who

work full-time can be contacted.

For the general population, the final sample is weighted so that the region by

age by sex by education distribution and the region by sex by race distribution of the

sample matches current estimates derived from the U.S. Census Bureau's Current

Population Survey (CPS) for the adult population living in telephone households in the

continental U.S.

Roman Catholics were weighted to match current demographic characteristics of

all Roman Catholics living in telephone households in the continental U.S.
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SAMPLING TOLERANCES

In interpreting survey results, it should be borne in mind that all sample surveys are

subject to sampling error, that is, the extent to which the results may differ from what would

be obtained if the whole population had been interviewed. The size of such sampling errors

depends largely on the number of interviews.

The following tables may be used in estimating the sampling error of any percentage in

this report. The computed allowances have taken into account the effect of the sample

design upon sampling error. They may be interpreted as indicating the range (plus or minus

the figure shown) within which the results of repeated samplings in the same time period

could be expected to vary, 95 percent of the time, assuming the same sampling procedures,

the same interviewers, and the same questionnaire.

The first table shows how much allowance should be made for the sampling error of a

percentage:

RECOMMENDED ALLOWANCE FOR SAMPLING

ERROR OF A PERCENTAGE

IN PERCENTAGE POINTS

(AT 95 IN 100 CONFIDENCE LEVEL)*

SAMPLE SIZE
=az

1239 800 492 300 200 100

PERCENTAGES NEAR 10 2 2 3 4 5 7

PERCENTAGES NEAR 20 3 3 4 5 7 9

PERCENTAGES NEAR 30 3 4 5 6 8 11

PERCENTAGES NEAR 40 3 4 5 7 8 12

PERCENTAGES NEAR 50 3 4 5 7 8 12

PERCENTAGES NEAR 60 3 4 5 7 8 12

PERCENTAGES NEAR 70 3 4 5 6 8 11

PERCENTAGES NEAR 80 3 3 4 5 7 9

PERCENTAGES NEAR 90 2 2 3 4 5 7

* THE CHANCES ARE 95 IN 100 THAT THE SAMPLING ERROR IS NOT LARGER THAN THE FIGURE SHOWN.
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The table would be used in the following manner: Let us say a reported percentage is

33 for a group which includes 1239 respondents. Then we go to row "percentages near 30" in

the table and go across to the column headed "1239". The number at this point is 3, which

means that the 33 percent obtained in the sample is subject to a sampling error of plus or

minus 3 points. Another way of saying it is that very probably (95 chances of 100) the true

figure would be somewhere between 30 and 36, with the most likely figure the 33 obtained.

In comparing survey results in two samples, such as, for example, men and women, the

question arises as to how large a difference between them must be before one can be

reasonably sure that it reflects a real difference. In the tables below, the number of points

which must be allowed for in such comparisons is indicated.

Two tables are provided. One is for percentages near 20 or 80; the other for

percentages near 50. For percentages in between, the error to be allowed for is between

those shown in the two tables.

RECOMMENDED ALLOWANCE FOR SAMPLING
ERROR OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

1239

20 % AND 60 %

IN PERCENTAGE POINTS
(AT 95 IN 100 CONFIDENCE LEVEL)*

SAMPLE SIZE
UZUWAVX UMBICZ2Z

800 492 300 200 100

1239 4

800 4 5

492 5 5 6
300 6 6 7 8
200 7 7 8 9 9
100 10 10 10 11 12 13

RECCMMENDED ALLOWANCE FOR SAMPLING

ERROR OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

50 % AND 50 %

IN PERCENTAGE POINTS

(AT 95 IN 100 CONFIDENCE LEVEL)*

SAMPLE SIZE
warns

1239 800 492 300 200 100

1239 5

800 5 6
492 6 7 7
300 8 8 9 10

200 9 9 10 11 12

100 12 12 13 14 14 17

* THE CHANCES ARE 95 IN 100 THAT THE SAMPLING ERROR IS NOT LARGER THAN THE FIGURE SHOWN.
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Here is an example of how the tables would be used: Let us say that 50 percent of men

responded a certain way and 40 percent of women respond that way also, for a difference of

10 percentage points between them. Can we say with any assurance that the 10-point

difference reflects a real difference between men and women on the question? The sample

contains approximately 800 men and 300 women. Since the percentages are near 50, we

consult the third table, and since the two samples are 500 persons each, we look for the

number 8 here. This means that the allowance for error should be 8 points, and that in

concluding that the percentage among men is somewhere between 2 and 18 points higher

than the percentage among women we should be wrong only about 5 percent of the time. In

other words, we can conclude with considerable confidence that a difference exists in the

direction observed and that it amounts to at least 2 percentage points.

If, in another case, men's responses amount to 22 percent, say, and women's 24 percent,

we consult Table A because these percentages are near 20. We look for the number in the

column headed "800" and see that it is 6. Obviously, then, the two-point difference is

inconclusive.
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THE QUESTIONS
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NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

1. As you know, in some communities there are three kinds of schools -- the
public schools, the parochial or church-related schools, and the private
schools, sometimes called "independent" schools. First, I'd like to
know if you, yourself, have any children in the local public schools,
that is kindergarten, elementary, junior or high school?

1 Yes

2 No

3 DK/RF

2a. Do you, yourself, have any children in private, parochial or church-
related schools, that is in kindergarten, elementary, junior or high
school?

1 Yes

2 No GO TO Q.3

3 DK/V - GO TO Q.3

2b. Is this s:hool a Catholic school?

1 Yes

2 No

3 DK/RF

3. Students are often given the grades A,B,C,D, and FAIL to denote the
quality of their work. Suppose the PUBLIC schools, themselves, in your
community were graded in the same way. What grade would you give the
public schools in your area -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

5 FAIL

6 DK/RF
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4. How about the public schools in the nation as a whole. What grade would
you give the public schools, nationally, -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

5 FAIL

6 DK/RF

5. Suppose the CATHOLIC (PAROCHIAL) schools, themselves, in your community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you give the Catholic
schools in your area -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

5 FAIL

6 DK/RF

6. What about the Catholic schools in the nation as a whole. What grade
would you give .:he Catholic schools, nationally, -- A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

5 FAIL

6 DK/RF
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ASK ALL WITH CHILDREN IN SCHOOL: OTHERS GO TO Q.8

7. Using the A,B,C,D, and FAIL scale again, what grade would you give the
school your oldest child attends?

1 A

2 B

3 C

4 D

5 FAIL

6 DK/RF

8. I am going to read to you some factors involved in education. For each, I'd like

you to tell me if you think, in general, Catholic schools are better than public

schools in this regard, public schools are better than Catholic schools in this
regard or are they about the same. First ..(READ AND ROTATE). ... Are Catholic
schools better than public schools, public schools better than Catholic schools or
are they about the same?

Catholic
Schools
Better

a) For the overall quality of
education 1

b) For the level of discipline
provided 1

c) For the safety of students 1

d) For developing morals. .

and ethical behavior 1

e) For small class sizes. . 1

f) For having students from a wide
range of social, ethnic, racial
and economic backgrounds . . 1

g) For the quality of the teaching
staff 1

h) For the quality of the
schools' physical facilities 1

i) For the variety and number of
academic courses offered. . 1

j) For providing special programs
for students with learning
problems 1

Public
Schools
Better

About
the
Same DK/RF

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4
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k) For preparing students to get
along with people from different
social, economic, racial or ethnic
backgrounds 1

1) For providing special programs
for gifted or talented studentsl

m) For the number and variety of
extra-curricular activities such
as sports, clubs, music and
drama 1

n) For preparing students to deal
with the problems of modern
society 1

p) Fo: aroviding an environment
with less chance for students to
get involved in drugs or
alcohol 1

q) For providing children a good
foundation in academic
subjects 1

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

2 3 4

9. In some nations, the government allots a certain amount of money for each child for
his education. The parents can then send the child to any public, parochial or
private school they choose. This is called the "voucher system." Would you like to
see such an idea adopted in this country?

1 Yes

2 No

3 DK/RF

10. Suppose you could choose any school in your school district, that is, the public
schools, private schools or parochial schools. Do you feel you have enough
information about the different schools in your community to make the best choice
for a child, or not?

1 Yes

2 No

3 DK/RF

ASK ALL PARENTS WITH CHILDREN IN SCHOOL: OTHERS GO TO Q.14
11. Thinking about your oldest child now attending school, what grade is he/she in?

Grade

40
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12. Does he/she attend a public school, private Catholic or private non-Catholic school?

1 Public

2 Private Catholic (Parochial)

3 Private Non-Catholic

4 DK/RF

13. Is this child at the top of his/her class, above average, average, or below average
in his/her grades?

1 Top or near top of class

2 Above average

3 Average

4 Below average

5 DK/RF

ASK EVERYONE:

14. There has been a lot of discussion about government-supported parental choice of
schools. What this means is that some of the tax money that now goes to public
schools would be given to parents so they can send their children to the public,
private or parochial school of their choice. Would you be willing to see some of
the tax money now going to public schools used to send children to the public,
private or parochial school their parent chooses?

1 Yes

2 No

3 DK/RF

15. If the government were to provide funding to parents to send their children to the
schools of their choice, should the government provide funding for poor families
only, poor and moderate Inca* families or all families?

1 Yes, poor families only

2 Yes, poor and moderate income families

3 Yes, all families

4 None of the above (VOLUNTEERED RESPONSE)

5 DK/RF
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16. Some think that government support for parental choice in education including
religious affiliated schools in the U.S. would be unconstitutional. Others believe
it would be constitutional. Suppose the Supreme Court rules that it is
constitutional for state or federal governments to provide some public financial
support for parents who choose religious-affiliated schools. Would you favor or
oppose your state or federal government providing such support?

1 Favor

2 Oppose

3 DK/RF

17. Did you attend a Catholic school for at least one year during (READ A-B)?

Ila NO DK/RF

A) 1st through 8th grades 1 2 3

8) 9th through 12th grades 1 2 3
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DETAILED TABULATIONS
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